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SUBJECT: DATE OF ELECTIONS STILL UNCERTAIN 

REF: ATHENS 8367 

1 . THE MEDIA TODAY (SEPTEMBER 13) CARRIED A REPORT THAT "A 
GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN" YESTERDAY HAD STATED THAT PRIME MINISTER 
CARAMANLIS WOULD BRIEF POLITICAL LEADERS ON THE GOG'S VIEWS 
CONCERNING THE ELECTORALISSUE AS SOON AS HE HAS RECOVERED 
FROM HIS CURRENT ATTACK OF SCIATICA. THE SPOKESMAN RECALLED 
THAT MR. CARAMANLIS HAD PREVIOUSLY (I.E., A LITTLE OVER THREE 
WEEKS AGO) MADE AN "UNEQUIVOCAL" STATEMENT TO UNITED DEMOCRATIC 
LEFT (EDA) LEADER ILIAS ILIOU TO THE EFFECT THAT THE PRIME 
MINISTER DID NOT WISH TO BE BOUND AS TO THE TIMING OF THE 
ELECTIONS, BUT PLEDGED NOT TO "SUPRISE" THE OPPOSITION PARTIES 

IN THIS RESPECT. IT HAD BEEN HOPED, THE SPOKESMAN CONTINUED, 

THAT THIS STATEMENT WOULD QUELL FURTHER SPECULATION, BUT THE 
"HYPOCRITICAL VERBIAGE" ABOUT ELECTIONS WAS CONTINUING 
(IN THE PRESS AND FROM THE OPPOSITION). THEREFORE, HE SAID. 

THE PRIME MINISTER INTENDS TO MEET PERSONALLY WITH PARTY LEADERS 
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AS SOON AS HE RECOVERS TO GIVE THEM THE GOVERNMENT'S VIEWS ON 
THE MATTER. 

2. THE MEETING WHICH WE UNDERSTOOD HAD BEEN SCHEDULED WITH 
PRINCIPAL OPPOSITION LEADER MAVROS FOR YESTERDAY (REFTEL) 

DID NOT MATERIALIZE. HOWEVER, WE HAVE LEARNED ON GOOD 
AUTHORITY THAT ARRANGEMENTS ARE UNDERWAY TO SCHEDULE AN EARLY 
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CARAMANLIS-MAVROS MEETING. 

3. COMMENT: ONECONSIDERATION WHICH THE PRIME MINISTER 
IS TAKING QUITE SERIOUSLY INEXAMINING THE DESIRABILITY OF 
CALLING EARLY ELECTIONS IS THE PROVISION IN ARTICLE 41 OF 
THE CONSTITUTION (UNDER WHICH HE IS LIKELY TO CONVOKE ELECTIONS) 
WHICH REQUIRES THAT THE GOVERNMENT IUSTIFY SUCH ACTION. 
ALTHOUGH MOST OBSERVERS BELIEVE THE GOVERNMENT CAN DO SO BY 
CITING CYPRUS OR THE AEGEAN DISPUTE AS THE "NATIONAL ISSUE 
OF EXCEPTIONAL IMPORTANCE" MENTIONED IN ARTICLE 41, OTHERS 
ARGUE THIS WOULD STRAIN THE GOVERNMENT S CREDIBILITY SINCE 
THERE HAVE BEEN NO NEW OR RECENT DRAMATIC DEVELOPMENTS IN 
EITHER ISSUE. 
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